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Just a reminder that we are closed Good Friday April 14th 2017, Also Holmes Agro would like to wish you a Happy and safe Easter 
weekend with your families and friends. 

Buying Inputs This Spring – Look to FCC 
Get approved to buy crop inputs now and make payment in March 2018. FCC works with customers to allow time for 
marketing your crop when it best suits you in terms of price and storage. Purchases made between now and August 31, 
2017, have a repayment of March 2018. There are no fees if you don’t use the program during the year, no penalties if 
you pay early, and if you pay before the due date, you can re-advance on the same loan. This can be used for seed, 
fertilizer and any other input charges through Holmes Agro.  Contact your Holmes Agro Rep or the Orangeville or 
Stayner offices for further information. 

Contest Alert 
Holmes Agro is pleased to announce our new social media contests for 2017! If you enjoy taking photos, and 
enjoy free swag, this is just the thing for you. We want to see your farming photos throughout 2017! Upload 
them to social media and tag @Holmesagro with #Watchitgrow17. For our lawn and garden customers we 
have #DrDirt17. We want to see pictures of how Holmes Agro’s lawn and garden products are helping you 
achieve that happy and healthy landscape. At the end of each season we will pick the best photo’s, and they will win a 

Holmes Agro prize pack! Also, Holmes Agro has a new website Be sure to check it out!  Be sure to take a look at our Facebook and twitter 
pages for updates! 

 
Maximizing Your Nitrogen Application in Winter Wheat 

• The infamous early spring question from winter wheat growers………what is the correct N rate to apply to achieve maximum 
economic yield response in my winter wheat fields?  Of course, the answer is simple……it depends.  Primarily it depends on 
“mother nature” and the environmental conditions she instills during the spring and summer of 2017.  Though environmental 
conditions are beyond our control, there are many other factors that have an impact on maximizing wheat yields and are within 
our management control.  
Some things to consider in balancing your fertility program: 

• Nitrogen availability is enhanced with the addition of Sulphur and we find a minimum 8:1 ratio as a good agronomic balance.  It is 
no secret that the atmospheric deposition of Sulphur has been greatly reduced as we move towards more “green initiatives.”  
Considering products like Ammonium Sulphate with Urea and ATS with UAN will not only help correct potential S deficiencies but 
will include an ammonium form of nitrogen to stabilize and stretch the availability of N over a longer time frame.  Fertilizer 
technology has advanced in the last few years and Yara offers a premium homogeneous Amidas (Urea/Ammonium Sulphate) 
product.  This product has been implemented into wheat programs the last few years with excellent results.  ESN is another ideal 
product to consider in managing nitrogen release and maximizing nitrogen utilization by your wheat plant.  Wheat needs 
approximately 60% of its N requirement from the start of stem elongation to maturity.  ESN technology controls the N supply 
through this time frame and has been shown to increase both yield and grain protein. 

• A split application program where nitrogen would get applied (spoon fed) to the crop 2 or 3 times throughout the growing season 
helps with risk mitigation from weather events and offers ability to fine tune each pass with crop demands and yield potential 
opportunities, but would need to be justified with extra trips across the field.  The technology in new dry products such as Amidas 
and Axan is an opportunity to offer a constant feed approach to your wheat with excellent crop safety (vs UAN late) and 
enhanced spread pattern that matches spray tracks already in the field from herbicide/fungicide passes. 

• Consider adding Potassium to your dry broadcast blends to help supplement the Potassium that will be harvested this fall with 
straw removal and equally important, for the inclusion of Chloride.  Chloride is an essential micronutrient involved in 
photosynthetic reactions and the suppression of infections and disease. 

• Drone flights, ground truthing with detailed field scouting and VRT management of nitrogen through prescriptions are also 
advanced services offered by Holmes Agro.  

• As we move closer into spring this year there will always be things we will have no control over, why not utilize and manage what 
you DO have control over so you can maximize your yield potential in 2017.  Visit with your Holmes Agro rep for further details 
about winter wheat nutrition and be a step closer to executing your plans towards a profitable wheat harvest. 

Happy Easter 



Pre-Plant Burndown Options for Spring 
As spring quickly approaches and fields begin to green up, it may become quickly evident which farms/fields will require some weed 
control attention prior to planting.  With more and more minimum tillage systems being adopted, pre-plant burndown programs are 
becoming more critical to achieve the “start clean and stay clean” status required for optimal production.  “Old Faithful” continues to be 
glyphosate alone for which this year we will continue offering Credit Extreme as our bulk product of choice, and is also available in cases.  
This product carries a dual salt formulation with a 540 gm/L active strength which is the same as the other standard products in the 
marketplace.  Remember that higher rates of product are usually required in spring burndown situations compared to fall.  If you have any 
perennial pressure at all then the 1.3L per acre rate will be your best bet.  Perhaps an even better strategy for resistance management and 
residual control may be to find a tank mix partner which will speed up the activity of the glyphosate and give better overall control, as well 
as bring some early season residual action.  Adding Eragon and Merge to a low rate of glyphosate is an option for both corn and cereals 
as a pre-pant or pre-emerge burndown program or on soybeans as a pre-plant program only.  Cost on this program is $9.50 per acre over 
and above glyphosate costs.  Blackhawk is a 2nd option which is a combination of 2-4D Ester and a new Group 14 active.  This product 
will be tougher on perennial weeds and show improved control over glyphosate alone.  This can be applied on cereals, corn, and 
soybeans but must be applied no later than 3 days after planting for soybeans.  Cost on this program is about $10 per acre over and 
above your glyphosate costs.  A 3rd and perhaps most economical option is to add 300 mL of 2-4D Ester to your glyphosate.   
Only trick here is that you need to apply at least 7 days prior to planting for soybeans due to the residual component.  If you can plan that 
far ahead and conditions permit, then there’s nothing wrong with this option.  Cost is $4 per acre over above your glyphosate which makes 
this an attractive option.  These are just a few of the options available to growers for 2017.  If you need help sorting through these and 
figuring out which one might be best for you then speak with your rep.  We’re here to help as always and would far sooner see you start 
with a clean field which is the always the best recipe for success.   
 

Red Clover 
There has been a lot of discussion this winter about the use of cover crops and their importance to healthy soils. A favorite has always been 
red clover, with the benefits of nitrogen fixation, reduce soil erosion, improve soil tilth and weed competition. There are two different “cuts”: 
single and double. Double Cut (medium) will flower in the seeding year and has vigorous regrowth after cutting. Single Cut (mammoth) is 
slower to establish and will mature about 2 weeks later than double cut but is more drought tolerant. It also requires an overwintering period 
in order to flower. Red Clover does best on well drained soils with a pH of 6.0-7.2, but will also tolerate slightly acidic or poorly drained soils. 
To best establish your crop, the seed should be planted no more than ½” deep, inoculated with the appropriate Rhizobium strain and at a 
seeding rate of 10-15 lb./ac. OMAFRA states you can fix 45 kg/ha (40 lb./ac) of N from clover that’s 40-cm tall. Michigan uses a formula 
based on the stand: 30 + 0.30 x %stand, where 100% stand is 5-6 plants per square foot. They also state that the second year after red 
clover will have 75% of the nitrogen from that calculation: 0.75 x (30 + 0.30 x %stand). Red clover can either be killed using a herbicide such 
as 2,4-D or dicamba, or by ploughing down. Ploughing on its own is unlikely to completely kill the clover and make a good seed bed for 
planting. Leaving the mulch on the surface rather than incorporating it will give better erosion control and improve soil quality. Killing off the 
clover in the spring will maximize the nitrogen fixing potential of the crop. 
 

The Importance of Planter Maintenance 
As the weather continues to gradually warm up, the motivation to get your equipment "field ready" continually increases.  Whether it is as 
simple as just greasing up or as complicated as a complete overhaul, the frenzy has begun! Here is short checklist before you head out to 
the field this Spring. 
PREVENTATIVE MAINTENANCE OVER REACTIVE MAINTENANCE ALWAYS!!!! 

• Check over your planter systematically ensuring everything from the frame to the seed blades are fit and within acceptable wear 
parameters 

• Ensure all grease fitting take grease! 
• Inflate tire pressures. Your sprockets for seed drop are set for those pressures, your seeding rate depends on it! 
• Check all wiring and hoses for proper routing and ensure there are no pinch points or wear. 
• Inspect all meters, brushes, plates etc., and have your finger pick-ups tested 
• Yield potential starts with the seed and our ability to give it the best start possible.  Let's take the time to do our job best so it can 

do its job best! 
Holmes Agro wishes you all a productive Spring season! 

 
Bill Elder   

It is with regret and sadness to inform those of the passing of Bill Elder this past March.  Bill has been with Holmes Agro since the 
purchase of the Stayner location in 2003.  He was an extremely valued employee and friend to the staff and community.  We will miss his 
dedication and hard work he put into the business and our customers. 

********** Please email micheller@holmesagro.com to sign up for our e-newsletter **********	

 


